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 Plate II. Azorean species listed in the IUCN red list. a) Alestrus dolosus, b) Crotchiella brachyptera, c) 
Hipparchia azorina, d) Hipparchia miguelensis, e) Ischnura hastata. Photos by: a, b: Enésima Mendonça; c, e: 
Pedro Cardoso; d: Virgílio Vieira. 

 
 
population trends; and one bee: Hylaeus azorae considered data deficient as only one male is known from 
Pico Island (Warncke, 1992; IUCN, 2014).  

Non-endemic species are also included in IUCN red lists like Ischnura hastata, considered vulnera-
ble with decreasing population trends in the Azores (Kalkman et al., 2010). The Azorean populations of 
this species are extremely important since they are unique being the only parthenogenetic Odonata popu-
lations known in the world (Cordero-Rivera et al., 2005; Sherratt & Beatty, 2005; Lorenzo-Carballa et al., 
2009, 2010; Weihrauch, 2011). Other Odonata species that occur in the Azores are also included in the 
IUCN red list, but they are considered of least concern and with stable population trends (IUCN, 2014). 

One important step in raising international awareness for arthropod diversity in the archipelago is the 
fact that Azorean spiders are presently being evaluated by the recently created IUCN specialist Group -
"Spider & Scorpion Specialist Group" - SSSG, and another group will be submitted soon, the IUCN Mid 
Atlantic Island Specialist Group, in which all the Azorean rare endemic arthropods will be evaluated. This 
kind of initiatives will promote the international visibility of Azorean endemic arthropods as well as facilitate 
the creation of guidelines for future biodiversity conservation legislation in the archipelago. This information 
is also crucial to gather support for national and international financing for arthropod conservation in the 
Azores.  
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