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NOTAS BREVES

First record of a crab spider (Thomisidae) preying on a scorpion

Primer registro de una araia cangrejo (Thomisidae) depredando sobre un escorpion
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An exhaustive list of the predators of scorpions was published by
Polis et al. (1981) and the theme was later dealt with by McCormick
& Polis (1990). These authors established that approximately 150
taxa, mainly composed of Vertebrates, prey on scorpions. They
gave the percentages of scorpion predators represented in each
group of vertebrates. These include birds (37%), lizards (34%),
mammals (18%), frogs and toads (6%) and snakes (5%).

Records of invertebrates feeding on scorpions, however,
remain more fragmented than those of vertebrates, and in most
cases are inaccurate in that they lack precise identification. They
include Chilopoda, Insecta — both predatory forms as well as Tene-
brionidae (Cloudsley-Thompson, 1960; Williams, 1966) and other
scavengers-Solifugae (Cloudsley-Thompson, 1977; Punzo, 1998)
and, most-important, other scorpions. In the case of spiders, records
relate mainly to black widows (Latrodectus lilianae Melic, 2000,
Latrodectus spp., Theridiidae) or wolf spiders (Lycosidae) (McCor-
mick & Polis, 1990; Melic, 2000).

Back in the 1970s, while carrying out field work near the road
connecting Manaus to Caracarai in Amazonia, the senior author
(WRL), observed an adult female crab spider Epicadus heterogaster
(Guérin, 1829), family Thomisidae, in its retreat located in the
nearby vegetation. The spider was feeding on a juvenile buthid
scorpion.

The spider was identified by the junior authors (ADB & CAR),
while the scorpion was identified by the senior author (WRL) as
Tityus metuendus Pocock, 1897 one of the most common species in
this area of Amazonia. The scorpion specimen represented a sec-
ond instar juvenile, with a total length of 8-9 mm. It is possible that
the scorpion first climbed on to the vegetation around the retreat,
and was then captured by the spider which had been hidden in the
vegetation. Buthid scorpions, particularly juveniles, are very active
climbers. This behaviour has previously been observed in T. metu-
endus (Lourengo, 1997). The present case of predation may there-
fore be considered as accidental. Epicadus heterogaster is probably
not a regular predator of scorpions but a generalist hunter that feeds
mainly on insects, using the sit-and-wait foraging technique (Hofer &
Brescovit, 2001).
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Fig. 1. The spider Epicadus heterogaster (Guérin, 1829) in
its natural habitat.
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Fig. 1. The spider Epicadus heterogaster (Guérin, 1829) in its natural habitat.

Sobre la aparente extincion ‘atlantica’ de la arafa viuda negra y primer registro
de la especie para Navarra y La Rioja (Araneae: Theridiidae: Latrodectus)
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Fig. 1. Latrodectus tredecimguttatus (Rossi, 1790). Olite (Navarra).



