
 
 267

Boletín Sociedad Entomológica Aragonesa, n1 37 (2005) :  267 − 272.  
 
 
 

CHEIRONITIS LANSBERGE, 1875 C ITS CORRECT SPELLING AND VALIDITY 
(COLEOPTERA, SCARABAEIDAE) 

 
Tristão Branco1 & Stefano Ziani2 

 
 
 
 

1 Rua de Camões, 788, 2 1 Dto., 4000-142 Porto (Portugal). e-mail: tv.branco@clix.pt 
2 Via S. Giovanni, 41/a, 47014 Meldola (Forlì) (Italy). e-mail: stefanoziani@aliceposta.it 
 

 
Abstract: The correct spelling and the validity of the genus-group name Cheironitis Lansberge, 1875 are established. 
Keywords: Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae, nomenclature, spelling, validity, Cheironitis, Chironitis, Uposlotus. 

 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Lansberge (1875) erected the genus Cheironitis for 14 spe-
cies, four of which new, the remaining 10 previously ranged 
in the genus Onitis Fabricius, 1798. Scarabaeus furcifer 
Rossi, 1792 is one of those species, and was subsequently 
designated as the type species by Arrow (1931). The first 
authors who dealt with Lansberge>s taxon changed the spell-
ing to AChironitis@ which some years ago was the most fre-
quently used spelling but, as we shall demonstrate below, 
not anymore today. 
 Cheironitis Lansberge, 1875 is a junior objective 
synonym of Uposlotus A. Costa, 1853, and Uposlotus A. 
Costa is used as the valid name by Ádám (2003). M. Della-
casa (2004) proposes that A. Costa=s name should be 
deemed a forgotten name. We do absolutely agree with him. 
However, as M. Dellacasa does not provide the evidence 
supporting his contention, we do it here. 
M. Dellacasa (2004) further contends that the emended 
spelling AChironitis@ is in prevailing usage. For the reasons 
presented below, we disagree with him on this point.  
 Throughout this note AArticle@ means an article of the 
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, 4th  Edition 
(1999). 
 
The question of spelling 
 
According to Gillet (1911), the first authors who dealt with 
Lansberge=s taxon were Bedel (1892) and Reitter (1892). 
They both used the changed spelling AChironitis@ attributing 
its authorship to Lansberge, 1875. The change was probably 
motivated by grammatical considerations, the Greek diph-
thong ei changing in i when the word is latinized. However, 
neither Bedel (1892) nor Reitter (1892) made any explicit 
statement of intention. Therefore, unless in prevailing usage 
(Article 33.3.1) AChironitis@ in Bedel (1892) and Reitter 
(1892) is an incorrect subsequent spelling and, as such, it is 
not an available name from any of the above authors, does 
not enter into homonymy and cannot be used as a substitute 
name (Article 33.3). 
 Janssens (1937) used also the spelling AChironitis@but 
made an explicit statement of intention (page 152, footnote). 
Therefore, unless in prevailing usage (Article 33.2.3.1) 
AChironitis@ in  Janssens (1937) is an unjustified emendation 

(Article 33.2.3) and, as such, it is available from Janssens 
(1937), is a junior objective synonym of Cheironitis Lans-
berge, 1875, enters into homonymy and can be used as a 
substitute name. 
 Possibly under the influence of Bedel (1892) and 
Reitter (1892) most  authors, in the period that followed 
used the changed spelling AChironitis@, attributing its au-
thorship invariably to Lansberge, 1875. 
 The first author who reverted back to the original 
spelling was Krikken (1977), noting merely (page 164): *I 
prefer to use the original spelling of the generic name 
instead of Chironitis.+. Krikken=s preference does not seem 
to have had much influence on immediate subsequent au-
thors but, as we shall see below, more recently the original 
spelling became the favoured one, albeit by a small margin. 
 The usage in the last 50 years (1955-2004) of both 
spellings is listed below. We do not pretend that these lists 
are exhaustive, but do believe that they are a reasonably 
accurate representation of the rates of usage of both spell-
ings. Works are listed in chronological order. 
 Works in which the spelling ACheironitis@ is used. 
1. KRIKKEN, J. 1977 (see AReferences@). 
2. CAMBEFORT, Y. 1991, Index of the Genera in Scarabaeidae. 

Pp.405-473. In Hanski, I. & Y. Cambefort, Dung Beetle Eco-
logy, Princeton University Press, Princeton, xiii + 481 pp. 

3. KOCH, K. 1991. Die Käfer Mitteleuropas. Ökologie. Goecke & 
Evers, Krefeld. 382 pp. 

4. KRELL, F.-T. 1992. Buchbesprechungen: Lamellicornia-
Faunistik in Frankreich. Entomologische Nachrichten und 
Berichte, 36: 280-282. 

5. KRELL, F.-T. & H. FERY 1992. Familienreihe Lamellicornia. In 
Lohse, G. A. & W. H. Lucht, Die Käfer Mitteleuropas. 
Goecke & Evers, Krefeld. 2. Supplementband: 200-254. 

6. KRÁL, D. & V. MALY 1993. New records of Scarabaeoidea 
(Coleoptera) from Bulgaria. Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bo-
hemoslavenicae, 57: 17-29. 

7. KRELL, F.-T. 1993. Bemerkungen zu Barauds Bestimmungs-
buch der Scarabaeoidea (Coleoptera) Europas. Entomolo-
gische Nachrichten und Berichte, 37: 123-125. 

8. ÁDÁM, L. 1994, A checklist of the Hungarian Scarabaeoidea 
with the description of ten new taxa (Coleoptera). Folia En-
tomologica Hungarica, 55: 5-17. 

9. CHIKATUNOV, V. & T. PAVLÍ…EK 1997. Catalogue of the beetles 
(Coleoptera) in Israel and adjacent areas: 1. Scarabaeoidea. 
Klapalekiana, 33: 37-65. 
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10. BUNALSKI, M. 1999, Die Blatthornkäfer Mitteleuropas, Co-
leoptera, Scarabaeoidea. Bestimmung - Verbreitung - Ökolo-
gie. František Slamka, Bratislava, 80 pp. 

11. BUNALSKI, M. 2000. Contribution to the knowledge Scara-
baeoidea (Coleoptera) of Bulgaria. Part I. Results of the Expe-
ditions 1996 and 1998. WiadomoÑci Entomologiczne, Pozna½, 
19(2): 85-92. 

12. MARTÍN-PIERA, F. 2000. Familia Scarabaeidae. In: Martín-
Piera, F. & J. I. López-Colón, Coleoptera, Scarabaeoidea I. 
Fauna Ibérica, vol. 14. Ramos, M. A. et al. (Eds.). Museo 
Nacional de Ciencias Naturales, CSIC, Madrid: 205-432. 

13. DELLACASA, M. 2001. Risultati preliminari sul popolamento a 
Scarabaeoidea ALaparosticta@ (Insecta, Coleoptera) dell=isola 
di Corsica. Actes du Congrès AEnvironement et Identité en 
Méditerranée@, Corte, 2: 102-108. 

14. BUNALSKI, M. 2001. Checklist of Bulgarian Scarabaeoidea 
(Coleoptera) (Fourth contribution to the knowledge of Scara-
baeoidea of Bulgaria). Polskie Pismo Entomologiczne, 70(3): 
165-172. 

15. MARTÍN-PIERA, F. 2001. Area networks for conserving Iberian 
Insects: A case study of dung beetles (Col., Scarabaeoidea). 
Journal of Insect Conservation, 5: 233-252. 

16. PALESTRINI, C., E. BARBERO & L.BORGHESIO 2001. Description 
of immature stages of Bubas bison (L., 1767) (Coleoptera, 
Scarabaeidae, Onitini) with some ethological notes on larvae 
of the genus Bubas Mulsant, 1842. Mitteilungen aus dem Zoo-
logischen Museum in Berlin - Deutsche Entomologische 
Zeitschrift, 48: 57-64. 

17. TAUZIN, P. 2001. Coléoptères Scarabaeoidea de Turquie: 
deuxième note. Le Coléoptériste, 42: 111-118. 

18. DAVIS, A.L.V., C.H.SCHOLTZ & T.K.PHILIPS 2002. Historical 
biogeography of scarabaeine dung beetles. Journal of Bio-
geography, 29: 1217-1256. 

19. ÁDÁM, L. 2003 (see AReferences@). 
 
 Works in which the spelling AChironitis@ is used. 
1.  MARIANI, G. 1955. Su alcuni coleotteri lamellicorni dell=isola di 

Pantelleria. Natura, 46: 146-147.  
2. MIKŠIƒ, R. 1955. Beiträge zur Kenntnis der Scarabaeiden-Fauna 

von Mazedonien (Coleoptera - Lamellicornia). Acta Musei 
Macedonici Scientarum Naturalium, 3: 228-246. 

3. PETROVITZ, R. 1955. The 3rd Danish Expedition to Central Asia. 
Zoological Results. 18. Scarabaeidae (Insecta) aus Afghanis-
tan. Videnk. Medd. fra Dansk naturh. Foren., 117: 275-287. 

4. BALTHASAR, V. 1956. Scarabaeidae (Coleoptera) der Afghani-
stan-Expidition (1952 u. 1953) J. Klapperichs. Acta Ento-
mologica Musei Nationalis Pragae, 30 [1955]: 409-439. 

5. BYTINSKI-SALZ, M. 1956. Coleoptera and Hymenoptera from a 
journey through Asia Minor. Revue Fac. Sciences Univ. Istan-
bul, 21: 211-229. 

6. ENDRÖDI, S. 1956. Lemezescsápú bogarak Lamellicornia. Co-
leoptera IV. Fauna Hungariae, 12. Akadémiai Kiadó, Buda-
pest, 188 pp. 

7. PETROVITZ, R. 1956. Die koprophagen Scarabaeiden des 
nördlichen Burgen-Landes. Burgenländischen Landesmuseum 
und dem Institut für die Wissenschaftliche und  
Wirtschaftliche Erforschung des Neusiedler Sees, 13: 25 pp. 

8. MIKŠIƒ, R. 1957. Zweiter Nachtrag zur AFauna Insect. Balcanica 
- Scarabaeidae@ (Coleoptera Lamellicornia). Acta Musei Ma-
cedonici Scientarum Naturalium, Skoplje, 4 [1956]: 139-214. 

9. PANIN, S. 1957. Fauna Republicii Populare Romine, Insecta, 10 
(4). Coleoptera, Familia Scarabaeidae (Subfamiliile: I Copri-
nae, II Geotrupinae, III Aphodiinae, IV Aegialinae, V Hy-
bosorinae, VI Ochodaeinae, VII Orphninae, VIII Troginae, IX 
Glaphyrinae, X Sericinae, XIII Hoplinae, XIV Dynastinae, XV 
Valginae, XVI Trichiinae Õi XVII Cetoniinae). Academiei Re-
publicii Populare Romime, Bucharest, 315 pp, 36 pls. 

10. FERREIRA, M. C. 1958. Coleoptera Scarabaeidae Coprinae. In: 

South African Animal Life. Results of the Lund University Ex-
pedition in 1950-1951. Almqvist & Wiksells Boktryckeri AB, 
Uppsala, 5: 479-516. 

11. HORION, A. 1958. Faunistik der Mitteleuropäischen Käfer. 
Lamellicornia (Scarabaeidae - Lucanidae). Überlingen Boden-
se, xxxiv + 343 pp. 

12. KOCHER, L. 1958. Catalogue commenté des Coléoptères du 
Maroc. Fasc. VII: Lamellicornes. Travaux de l=Institut Scienti-
fique Chérifien, Série Zoologique, 16: 83 pp. 

13. PAULIAN, R. 1959. Faune de France, 63: Coléoptères 
Scarabéides (deuxième édition, revue et augmentée). 
Lechevalier, Paris. 298 pp. 

14. MARIANI, G. 1959. Ricerche coleotteriologiche sul litorale 
ionico della Puglia, Lucania e Calabria, campagne 1956, 1957, 
1958. II. Coleoptera Lamellicornia. Memorie della Società en-
tomologica italiana, Genova, 38, Suppl.: 143-184. 

15. PETROVITZ, R. 1959. Scarabaeidae (Col.) (Contribution à 
l=étudede la faune de l=Afghanistan, 12). Kungl. Fysiografiska 
Sällskapets I Lund Förhandlingar, 29: 103-111. 

16. PETROVITZ, R. 1959. Beitrag zur Scarabaeiden-Fauna der Insel 
Rhodos. Bollettino del Laboratorio di Entomologia Agraria 
AFilippo Silvestri@, Portici, 17: 124-130. 

17. KRYZHANOVSKII, O.L. 1961. On the Zoogeographical Features 
of the Coleopterous Fauna of the Deserts of Turkmen S.S.R. 
Beiträge zur Entomologie, 11 (3-4): 426-445. 

18. MEDVEDEV, S. I. & I.K.LOPATIN 1961. Fauna Plastincha-
tousych Tadzikistana i sopredelych rajonov Srednej Azii. Tr. 
Inst. Zool. Par., 20: 123-148. 

19. PETROVITZ, R. 1961. Scarabaeidae (Col.) II. Kungl. Fysiogra-
fiska Sällskapets I Lund Förhandlingar, 31: 31-45. 

20. PETROVITZ, R. 1961. Zologische Ergebnisse der Öste-
rreichischen Karakorum-Expidition 1958. II Teil. Coleoptera: 
Scarabaeidae. Sitzungsberichte der Akademie der Wissen-
schaften, Mathematisch-Naturwissenschaftliche Classe, Wien, 
170(3/4): 101-118. 

21. GOIDANICH, A. & C. E. MALAN 1962. Sulla fonte di alimen-
tazione e sulla microflora aerobica del nido pedotrofico e 
dell=apparato digerente delle larve di Scarabei coprofagi (Co-
leoptera Scarabaeidae). Atti della Accademia delle Scienze di 
Torino, 96: 575-628. 

22. BALTHASAR, V. 1963. Eine neue Gattung und neue Arten der 
Fam. Scarabaeidae. (114. Beitrag zur Kenntnis der Scara-
baeoidea, Col.). Revue de Zoologie et Botanique Africaines, 
68: 86-98. 

23. BALTHASAR, V. 1963. Monographie der Scarabeidae und 
Aphodiidae der palaearcktischen und orientalischen Region 
(Coleoptera: Lamellicornia). Band 2. Coprinae (Onitini, 
Oniticellini, Onthophagini). Tschechoslowakischen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften, Prague, 627 pp, 16 pls. 

24. PETROVITZ, R. 1963. Neue und interessante Scarabaeidae aus 
dem vorderen Orient. II. Teil. Reichenbachia, Staatliches Mu-
seum für Tierkunde in Dresden, 1 (28): 235-267. 

25. HALFFTER, G. & E. G. MATTHEWS 1966. The natural history of 
dung beetles of the subfamily Scarabaeinae (Coleoptera, 
Scarabaeidae). Folia Entomologica Mexicana, 12-14: 313 pp. 

26. BÁGUENA, L. 1967. Scarabaeoidea de la fauna Ibero-Balear y 
Pirenaica. Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas, 
Madrid, xi + 576 pp. 

27. IABLOKOFF-KHNZORIAN, S. M. 1967. Fauna Armyanskoi SSR, 
Nasekomye zhestokrylye. Tom VI. Plastintchaousye (Scara-
baeoidea). Izdatielstvo Akadiemii Nauk Armyanskoi SSR, Er-
evan, 226 pp. (AFauna of Armenian SSR. Insecta Coleoptera. 
Tom. VI: Scarabaeoidea@, in Russian) 

28. PETROVITZ, R. 1967. Österreichische entomologische Expedi-
tionen nach Persien und Afghanistan.  Beiträge zur Coleop-
terologie. Teil XI. Lamellicornia. Annalen des Naturhis-
torischen Museums Wien, 70: 479-490. 

29. TASSI, F. 1967. Una stazione entomologica privilegiata: i 
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Monti della Tolfa (Antiappennino laziale). Bollettino dell =As-
sociazione Romana di Entomologia, 22: 36-40. 

30. TESAÍ, Z. 1967. Beitrag zur Kenntnis der Scarabaeidae aus 
Tadschikistan (Col. Scarabaeidae). Acta Musei Silesiae, 16: 
189-192. 

31. PROTSENKO, A. I. 1968. Plastinchatousye zhuki Kirgizii (Co-
leoptera, Scarabaeidae) - Akademia nauk Kirgizskoi Institut 
Biologii, Frunze: 311 pp. 

32. MACHATSCHKE, J. W. 1969. Familienreihe Lamellicornia. In 
Freude, H., K. W. Harde & G. A. Lohse, Die Käfer Metteleu-
ropas, Vol. 8 (Teredilia, Heteromera, Lamellicornia), Goecke 
& Evers, Krefeld: 265-371. 

33. CROVETTI, A. 1971. Contributi alla conoscenza dei Coleotteri 
Scarabeoidei. V. Ricerche eco-etologiche su Typhoeus (Che-
lotrupes) hiostius Gené. Studi Sassaresi, Annali della Facoltà 
di Agraria dell=Università di Sassari, 19: 1-71. 

34. HARIRI, E. G. 1971. A list of recorded Insect fauna of Syria. 
Part 2. Faculty of Agriculture. University of Aleppo, 2. 306 
pp. 

35. CAMBEFORT, Y. 1972. Scarabeinae récoltée en Mauritanie par 
J.-L. Amiet. Nouvelle Revue d=Entomologie, 2: 243-251. 

36. FERREIRA, M. C. 1972. Os Escarabídeos de África (sul do 
Sáara). I. Revista de Entomologia de Moçambique, 11[1968-
1969], 1088 pp, 35 anns, 288 pls. 

37. ALIQUÒ, V., B. MASSA & R. MAGNANI 1973. Brevi note sulla 
fauna coleotterologica di un particolare biotopo costiero del 
Palermitano (Coleoptera). Bollettino della Società Ento-
mologica Italiana, 105: 59-68. 

38. MEDVEDEV, S. I. 1974. Addition to the paper on Scarabaeidae 
(Coleoptera) collected by the Soviet-Mongolian zoological 
expedition in 1967-1969. Nasekomye Mongolii, 2: 110-115. 

39. CAMBEFORT, Y. 1975. Janssensellus, un nouveau genre 
d=Onitini [Col. Scarabaeidae]. Bulletin de la Société Ento-
mologique de France, 80: 201-205. 

40. CARPANETO, G.M. 1975. Note sulla distribuzione geografica 
ed ecologica dei Coleotteri Scarabaeoidea Laparosticti 
nell=Italia appenninica (I contributo). Bollettino dell=Asso-
ciazione Romana di Entomologia, Roma, 29 (1974): 32-54. 

41. CARPANETO, G. M. 1975. I Coleotteri Scarabaeoidea laparos-
ticti dei Monti della Tolfa e dei Monti Sabatini (Antiap-
pennino laziale). Quaderni dell=Accademia Nazionale dei 
Lincei, 256: 73-121. 

42. ZAKHARIEVA, B., V. DIMOVA & V. KRUSTEVA 1975. Koprofilni 
Scarabaeidae (Coleoptera) ot Bylgarskoto Chernomorsko kaj-
brezhie. Acta Zoologoca Bulgarica, 3: 31-38. 

43. ALFIERI, A. 1976. The Coleoptera of Egypt. A systematic list 
of the fauna, its distribution over the country, monthly occur-
rence, ecological information and taxonomic notes. Mémoires 
de la Société Entomologique d=Egypte, 5: 1-287. 

44. CARPANETO, G.M. 1976. Reperti di Coleotteri Scarabaeoidea 
Laparosticti del Vicino Oriente e delle isole greche. Frag-
menta Entomologica, 12: 253-271. 

45. FERREIRA, M. C. 1976. A. Some new species of Onitis F. 
(Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae). B. A new species of Chironitis 
Lansberge (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae). Navorsinge van die 
Nasionale Museum, 3: 181-198. 

46. ZAIRI, M. 1976. List of Scarabaeidae from province of Fars. 
Part 4. Journal of the Entomological Society of Iran, 3: 125-
127. 

47. BARAUD, J. 1977. Coléoptères Scarabaeoidea. Faune de 
l=Europe occidentale: Belgique, France, Grande-Bretagne, 
Italie, Péninsule Ibérique. Supplément à la Nouvelle Revue 
d=Entomologie, 7(1), Toulouse, 352 pp. 

48. CARPANETO, G. M. 1977. Ricerche faunistiche, ecologiche e 
zoogeografiche sui Coleotteri Scarabaeoidea Laparosticti 
dell=Asia Minore. Tese di Laurea, Relatore Prof. V. Sbordoni, 
Facoltà di Scienze, Università di Roma ALa Sapienza@. 172 pp. 

 

49. FERREIRA, M. C. 1977. Contribution to the knowledge of the 
African Scarabaidae. A new genus of Onitini and some new 
species of Onitis F. Navorsinge van die Nasionale Museum, 3: 
181-198. 

50. FERREIRA, M.C. 1978. The Genus Onitis F. of Africa South of 
the Sahara (Scarabaeidae, Coleoptera). Memoirs van die  na-
sionale Museum, Bloemfontein, 10, 410 pp. 

51. DZHAMBAZISHVILI, Y. S. 1979. Plastinchatousye zhuki Gruzii. 
Mecniereba, Tbilisi. 275 pp. 

52. GALANTE, E. 1979. Los Scarabaeoidea de las heces de vacuno 
de la provincia de Salamanca (Col.), II. Familia Scarabaeidae. 
Boletín de la Asociación española de Entomologia, 3: 129-
152. 

53. PETROVITZ, R. 1980. Österreichische entomologische Expedi-
tionen nach Persien un Afghanistan. Beiträge zur Coleopteren-
fauna. Teil 12. Weiteres über Lamellicornia aus Iran. Annalen 
des Naturhistorischen Museums Wien, 83: 597-638. 

54. CAMBEFORT, Y. 1981. Mission Balachowsky-Menier dans 
l=ancien Territoire Français des Afars et des Issas: Coleoptera 
Scarabaeinae. Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de 
France, 86: 121-124. 

55. PETROVITZ, R. 1981. Ergebnisse der tschechoslovakisch-
iranischen entomologischen Expeditionen nach dem Iran (Mit 
Angaben über einige Sammelresultate in Anatolien) (Coleop-
tera: Lamellicornia). Acta Entomologica Musei Nationalis 
Pragae, 40: 317-332. 

56. HALFFTER, G. & W. D. EDMONDS 1982. The nesting behavior 
of dung beetles (Scarabaeinae), an ecological and evolutive 
approach. Publicaciones del Instituto de Ecologia, México, D. 
F., 10, 176 pp. 

57. PAULIAN, R. & J. BARAUD 1982. Faune des Coléoptères de 
France. II, Lucanoidea et Scarabaeoidea. Encyclopédie En-
tomologique, Editions Lechevalier, Paris, 43, 477 pp, 16 pls. 

58. SALGADO, J. M. & A. DELGADO 1982. Contribución al cono-
cimiento de los Scarabaeoidea (Col.) coprófagos de la Provin-
cia de León. Boletín de la Asociación Española de Entomolo-
gia, 6: 17-27. 

59. GALANTE, E. 1983. Sobre los escarabeidos (Col. Scara-
baeoidea) de la Península Ibérica (I). Boletín de la Asociación 
española de Entomologia, 7: 55-68. 

60. NIKOLAJEV, G. V. & Z. PUNTSAGDULAM 1984. Plastinchatousye 
Mongol=skoi Narodnoi Respubliki (Scarabaeoidea of the 
Mongolian People=s Republic). Nasekomye Mongolii, 9: 90-
294 (in Russian). 

61. BARAUD, J. 1985. Coléoptères Scarabaeoidea. Faune du Nord 
de l=Afrique du Maroc au Sinaï. Encyclopédie Entomologique, 
46. Lechevalier, Paris. 652 pp. 

62. CARPANETO, G. M. 1985. Distribution patterns and zoo-
geographical analysis of dung beetles in Greece (Coleoptera, 
Scarabaeoidea). Biologia Gallo-Hellenica, 10: 229-244. 

63. GREBENŠ…IKOV, I. 1985. Bemerkungen zu Verbreitung und 
Systematik der aus der Mongolischen Volksrepublik bekann-
ten laparosticten Scrabaeoidea (Coleoptera). Mitteilungen aus 
dem Zoologischen Museum in Berlin, 61: 105-136. 

64. AVILA, J.M. & F.PASCUAL 1986. Contribución al estudio de los 
escarabeidos coprófagos de Sierra Nevada. II. Relaciones con 
la vertiente, naturaleza del suelo y el grado de dureza, hume-
dad y vegetacion del sustrato. Boletim da Sociedade Portu-
guesa de Entomologia, 77. 14 pp. 

65. AVILA, J.M. & F.PASCUAL 1987. Contribución al estudio de los 
escarabeidos (Col. Scarabaeoidea) coprófagos de Sierra Ne-
vada: I, introdución e inventario de especies. Boletín de la 
Asociacion española de Entomologia, 11: 81-86. 

66. MARTÍN PIERA, F. 1987. Review of the Genus Chironitis Lans-
berge, 1875. I. Taxonomy, Phylogeny and Zoogeography of 
the Palearctic Species. (Col. Scarabaeoidea, Onitini). Entomolo-
gische Arbeiten aus dem Museum G. Frey, 35/36: 203-245. 
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(Coleoptera, Scarabaeoidea) of Kazakhstan and Central Asia@, 
in Russian) 

68. RATTI, E. 1987. Ricerche faunistiche del Museo civico di 
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 These lists may suggest, at first sight, that AChironitis@ 
is in prevailing usage. Yet, as illustrated in the table below, 
a closer examination shows that in recent times usage of the 
original spelling became more and more common, and that 
of the changed spelling less and less prevalent. 

 
 

Number of usages in the last: 50 years 
(1955-2004) 

20 years 
(1985-2004) 

15 years 
(1990-2004) 

10 years 
(1995-2004) 

5 years 
(2000-2004) 

Cheironitis 19 (15%) 18 (26%) 18 (35%) 11 (33%) 9 (53%) 
Chironitis 110 (85%) 50 (74%) 33 (65%) 22 (67%) 8 (47%) 

 
 Prevailing usage of a name is defined in the Glossary 
of the Code as follows: *that usage of the name which is 
adopted by at least a substantial majority of the most 
recent authors concerned with the relevant taxon, irres-
pective of how long ago their work was published.+ 
 As it is clear from the table above, in most recent 
years the original spelling became the favoured one, even 
though by a slight margin.  The obvious conclusion is that, 
although the situation was different some years ago, today 
AChironitis@ is no longer in prevailing usage. 
 Consequently,  Cheironitis must keep its status of 
correct original spelling. Chironitis Bedel, 1892 and  Chi-
ronitis Reitter, 1892 are incorrect subsequent spellings and, 
as such, they are unavailable names. Chironitis Janssens, 
1937, however, is an unjustified emendation and, as such, a 
junior objective synonym of Cheironitis Lansberge, 1875. 
 

The question of validity 
 
A. Costa (1853) splits the genus Onitis Fabricius, 1798 in 
two subgenera, explaining his reasons as follows (page 20): 
*In mezzo ad un= abito assai uniforme le specie di questo 
genere offrono nel prosterno un carattere differenziale 
di molto rilievo, per lo quale noi crediamo indispensabile 
ripartirle in due sottogeneri. Il prosterno in talune specie 
è semplice senza alcun prolungamento in ambedue i 
sessi; in altre presenta inferiormente ne= maschi una 
lamina che dividesi in due branche a modo di forca, 
variando nella forma e grandezza secondo le specie. Noi 
riteniamo pei primi il nome di Onitis, proponiamo pei 
secondi quello di Uposlotus.+. 
 The description of the new subgenus follows (page 
23): 
*UPOSLOTUS (1), A.Cost. C Prosternum processu furci-
formi infra armatum %, inerme &. 
(1) Dalla voce greca oυπoσλωιη, furca, forca.+. 

 A. Costa (1853) places two species in his new subge-
nus, the new species Onitis pugil A. Costa, 1853 currently 
considered a synonym of Cheironitis furcifer (Rossi, 1792), 
and Scarabaeus furcifer Rossi, 1792. 
 Uposlotus is unquestionably available from A. Costa 
(1853). Yet, for reasons unknown to us, seemingly inexpli-
cable, A. Costa=s name was ignored by the great majority of 
subsequent authors. It is listed by Harold (1869) and Gillet 
(1911) as a junior synonym of Onitis Fabricius, 1798. 
Luigioni (1929) lists AUposlotus Costa@ as a junior synonym 
of AChironitis Lansberge@ no dates being given. It is also 
listed by Neave (1940), with its authorship wrongly attrib-
uted to AO. Costa@, and without comments as to its validity. 
Neave (page 613) writes: *Uposlotus Costa (O.) [1853], 
Fauna Regno Napoli, Col., Scarab., 22. B Col.+. We could 
not find it anywhere else in the literature, until Ádám 
(2003). 
 Ádám (2003) uses Uposlotus A. Costa, 1853 as the 
valid name without any explanation, but obviously on 
grounds of priority. Ádám (2003) designates Scarabaeus 
furcifer Rossi, 1792 as its type species, making it a senior 
objective synonym of Cheironitis Lansberge, 1875. 
 According to Article 23.9.1, prevailing usage must be 
maintained when the following conditions are both met: 
 23.9.1.1. the senior synonym or homonym has not 
been used as a valid name after 1899, and 
 23.9.1.2. the junior synonym or homonym has been 
used for a particular taxon, as its presumed valid name, in at 
least 25 works, published by at least 10 authors in the im-
mediately preceding 50 years and encompassing a span of 
not less than 10 years. 
 As we wrote above, we could only find four citations 
of Uposlotus A. Costa, 1853 in the literature after 1899, by 
Gillet (1911), Luigioni (1929), Neave (1940), and Ádám 
(2003). Neither Gillet (1911) nor Luigioni (1929) use 
Uposlotus as the valid name. According to Article 23.9.6, 
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Neave=s (1940) and Ádám=s (2003) works must not be taken 
into account in determining usage under Article 23.9.1.1, 
Neave=s because it is a nomenclator, Ádám=s because his 
usage of Uposlotus A. Costa, 1853 as the valid name con-
travenes Article 23.9.1. Therefore, to the best of our knowl-
edge, the first condition of Article 23.9.1 is met. 
 As it is evident from the lists above, the second condi-
tion of Article 23.9.1 is also met. Two works from those 
lists must not be taken into account (Article 23.9.6): Ádám 
(2003) because it contravenes Article 23.9.1 by using  
Uposlotus A. Costa, 1853 as the valid name, and Cambefort 
(1991) because it is an index. Even if works such as Ádám 
(1994), Alfieri (1976), Bunalski (2001), Carpaneto & Piat-
tella (1995), Carpaneto et al. (2000), Chikatunov & 
Pavlí…ek (1997), Hariri (1971), Kocher (1958), Lumaret 
(1990), Zairi (1976) are also left out because they could 
arguably be excluded under Article 23.9.6, there are still in 
our lists 117 works published in the last 50 years, by 64 
(first) authors and encompassing a span of 50 years, in 
which Cheironitis Lansberge, 1875, either in its original or 
changed spelling, is used as the valid name. 
 

Conclusion 
 
On the basis of the arguments presented above, we suggest 
that the valid name of the genus is: 
Cheironitis Lansberge, 1875, correct original spelling, no-
men protectum. Type species: Scarabaeus furcifer Rossi, 
1792, by subsequent designation of Arrow, 1931. 
 
Two invalid names are also available: 
Uposlotus A. Costa, 1853, an objective senior synonym of 
Cheironitis Lansberge, 1875, but a nomen oblitum. Type 
species: Scarabaeus furcifer Rossi, 1792, by subsequent 
designation of Ádám, 2003. 
 
Chironitis Janssens, 1937, a junior objective synonym (un-
justified emendation) of Cheironitis Lansberge, 1875. 
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