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Abstract: Four species of Oscinellinae (Diptera: Chloropidae) are recorded from mainland Portugal for the first time: Gaurax 
fascipes Becker, 1910, Lasiochaeta pubescens (Thalhammer, 1898), Oscinella nitidissima (Meigen, 1838) and Tricimba cincta 
(Meigen, 1830). 
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Cuatro especies de Oscinellinae (Diptera: Chloropidae) más para la fauna de Portugal continental 
Resumen: Se citan de Portugal continental por primera vez cuatro especies de Oscinellinae (Diptera: Chloropidae): Gaurax 
fascipes Becker, 1910, Lasiochaeta pubescens (Thalhammer, 1898), Oscinella nitidissima (Meigen, 1838) y Tricimba cincta 
(Meigen, 1830). 
Palabras clave: Diptera, Chloropidae, faunística, primeras citas, Portugal. 

 
 
 
Eighteen species of Chloropidae were listed for Portugal in 
the Catalogue of Diptera of Spain, Portugal and Andorra 
(Carles-Tolrá, 2002). Only one species, Eurina lurida Mei-
gen, 1830, was recorded from Portugal (mainland), 12 from 
Azores and 11 from Madeira. For comparison, 94 species of 
Chloropidae are recorded in Spain, 81 of them occur in Spain 
(mainland) (Carles-Tolrá, 2002; Nartshuk, 2004). Now, four 
species are added to the Chloropidae fauna of mainland Por-
tugal. Except Gaurax fascipes Becker, 1910, the other species 
are known from Spain (mainland). The material is deposited 
in the Zoological Museum of the Moscow University in Mos-
cow.  
 
Gaurax fascipes Becker, 1910. 
Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro, Vimioso, Rio Anguira, betwe-
en & N of Vale de Algoso & Uve, 8.07. 2010 (O. Kosterin), 1 
male. 

Euro-caucasian species. Adults occur in forests. Larvae 
develop in bracket fungi (Piptoporus betulinus Fr.), rotting 
wood and coniferous cones (Smith, 1956, 1967; Skrzyp-
czyńska, 1978, 1982), in Agrobacterium tumefacies galls 
(Von Tschirnhaus, 1992) and bird’s nests (Collin, 1939). 
 
Lasiochaeta pubescens (Thalhammer, 1898). 
Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro, Vimioso, Rio Anguira, bet-
ween & N of Vale de Algoso & Uve, 8.07. 2010 (O. Koste-
rin), 1 male. 

Widespread in southern parts of the Palaearctic Region, 
known from Azores, Madeira, and North Africa to Afghanis-
tan, the most northern locality in Europe - Great Britain (Cle-
mons, 2009; Ismay, 2009). 

The species shows apparently continuous variation in 
colour. Examined specimen has postpronotum, scutellum and 
anterior parts of pleura yellow, scutum black dusted. 
 
Oscinella nitidissima (Meigen, 1838). 
Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro, Vimioso, Rio Anguira, betwe-
en & N of Vale de Algoso & Uve, 8.07. 2010 (O. Kosterin), 1 
male. 

Holarctic species, widely distributed in the Palaearctic 
Region, known from the Canary Islands, Azores, Madeira to 
Mongolia. Larvae phytophagous, develop in shoots of diffe-
rent species grasses (Poaceae), preferable in Agrostis (Nart-
shuk, 1956; Vickerman, 1978a). In Canada was recorded 
unusual damage of oats caused by larvae of this species 
(Comeau & Pelletier, 1977). Vickerman (1978b) in Germany 
established that larvae of the species did not survive on either 
oats, wheat or barley. 
 
Tricimba cincta (Meigen, 1830). 
Minho, Vila do Coňde , Vairāo, 2-6.07.2010 (O. Kosterin), 1 
male. 

Holarctic species, widely distributed in the Palaearctic 
Region, from the Canary Islands to Far East. Hibernate as 
adults. Adults were found in the canopies of Pinus silvestris 
in Norway (Thunes et al., 2004), on meadows and agricultural 
fields. Hackman (1963) found adults in burrows of voles of 
Microtus and Clethrionomys in Finland. The species was 
recorded many times indoors autumn together with Thauma-
tomyia notata (Meigen, 1930). Adults were recorded also in 
bird’s nest (Krivokhatsky & Nartshuk, 2001).  

Larvae develop in stem of cereals infested other insects 
as recorded by many authors, rotting spathes of skunk cab-
bage (Symplocarpus foetidus L. (Nutt)), mushrooms Boleta-
ceae, Agaricaceae, Russulaceae, rotting bark of Alnus, berries 
of Sambucus racemosa, dead molluscs, meat baits (Brown, 
1956; Myhályi, 1965; Dely-Draskovits, 1972; Krivosheina, 
1974; Schatzman, 1977; Grimaldi & Jennike, 1983; Von 
Tschirnhaus, 1992; Yakovlev, 1994). 
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