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Abstract: Reitter (1895) used two spellings, Aganocrossus and Agonocrossus, for a new subgenus. For the sake of nomencla-
tural stability, Aganocrossus, which has been used by all subsequent authors except one, is here selected, under Article 24.2.3 
of the Code, as the correct original spelling.  
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Aganocrossus o Agonocrossus? Selección de la grafía original correcta (Coleoptera, Aphodiidae) 
Resumen: Reitter (1895) usó dos grafías, Aganocrossus y Agonocrossus, para un subgénero nuevo. En aras de la estabilidad 
nomenclatural, se selecciona aquí como grafía original correcta, según el Artículo 24.2.3 del Código, Aganocrossus, que es la 
forma usada por todos los autores posteriores excepto uno.  
Palabras clave: Coleoptera, Aphodiidae, Aganocrossus, Agonocrossus, Reitter (1895), ortografía original correcta. 

 
 
 
The motivation for this note is nomenclatural stability. I regard the 
stability and universality of scientific names of animals as highly 
desirable, as well as that the name of each taxon is unique and 
distinct. These are precisely the objectives of the International Code 
of Zoological Nomenclature (hereafter referred to as “the Code”), as 
stated in its Preamble. I believe that the surest way to achieve those 
objectives is to adhere to the rules set up in the Code. 

Reitter (1895) wrote twice the name of a new subgenus, us-
ing different spellings. In page 208 he wrote “Aganacrossus nov. 
subgen. Aphodinarum”, and in page 209 “Agonocrossus postpilosus 
n. sp.”, which is the type species by monotypy. Obviously, one of 
these spellings has to be either a lapsus calami or a typographical 
error, but which one is impossible to tell (see below). 

The Code rules that (Article 32.2.1): «If a name is spelled in 
more than one way in the work in which it was established, then, 
except as provided otherwise in this Article, the correct original 
spelling is that chosen by the First Reviser [Art. 24.2.3] (or, if appli-
cable, by an original author when acting as First Reviser [Art. 
24.2.4]).». And in Article 24.2.3: «Selection of correct original 
spellings. If a name is spelled in more than one way in the original 
work, the first author to have cited them together and to have se-
lected one spelling as correct is the First Reviser. The selected 
spelling (if not incorrect under Articles 32.4 or 32.5) is thereby fixed 
as the correct original spelling; any other spelling is incorrect (and 
therefore unavailable [Art. 32.4]).» 

Whether Reitter (1895) intended the name of his new subge-
nus as derived from the Greek αγαvoς (aganos = kind, mild, gentle), 
hence Aganocrossus, or αγovoς (agonos = sterile, barren, empty), 
hence Agonocrossus, is impossible to tell. However, in nomenclatu-
ral terms that is irrelevant and, whatever the case might be, the fact 
is that all subsequent authors, but one, used the spelling 
Aganocrossus: Balthasar (1939; 1940; 1941; 1945; 1964), Baraud 
(1985), Bordat (1990; 1992; 2008), Bordat & G. Dellacasa (1996), 
Dellacasa, G. et al. (2001), Dellacasa, M. (1988), Dellacasa, M. & 
G. Dellacasa (2006),  Endrödi (1960; 1964), Endrödi & Rakovi… 
(1981), Masumoto et al. (1990), Paulian (1942), Petrovitz (1958; 
1962; 1973), Schmidt (1907, 1910a; 1910b; 1913; 1922), and 
Winkler (1929). The exception is Müller (1941), who used the spell-
ing Agonocrossus. However Müller (1941) did not explain the rea-
sons for his choice, and he did not cite the alternative spelling 
Aganocrossus. Also none of the authors who used the spelling 
Aganocrossus did cite the alternative spelling Agonocrossus, not 
even Neave (1939) who listed only Aganocrossus. Therefore, none 
of these authors acted as First Reviser in the sense of the Code. 
Hence, for the sake of nomenclatural stability, I here select, under 
Article 24.2.3 of the Code, Aganocrossus as the correct original 
spelling for the taxon described by Reitter (1895) under the names 
Aganocrossus and Agonocrossus. As a consequence, Agonocros-
sus becomes an incorrect subsequent spelling, thus not available 
from Reitter (1895) (Articles 24.2.3 and 32.4), and it could be validly 
used, but perhaps not advisably, as the name for any new taxon of 
the genus group. 
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Abstract: The presence of the house centipede Scutigera coleoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758) is reported for the first time from the Metro-
politan Region of Chile, on the basis of specimens collected in houses of Ñuñoa and Providencia in Santiago city. 
Key words: Scutigeromorpha, Scutigeridae, Scutigera coleoptrata, new records, Chile, Metropolitan Region, Santiago. 
 
Sobre la presencia de Scutigera coleoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758) en la Región Metropolitana, Chile 
Resumen: Se reporta por primera vez la presencia del ciempiés Scutigera coleoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758) en la Región Metropolitana 
de Chile, en base a ejemplares colectados en casas de Ñuñoa y Providencia, en la ciudad de Santiago. 
Palabras clave: Scutigeromorpha, Scutigeridae, Scutigera coleoptrata, nuevos registros, Chile, Región Metropolitana, Santiago. 

 
 
Scutigeromorpha is an order of centipedes nearly worldwide distri-
buted (Edgecombe 2007), which contains 96 species classified in 
26 genera (Stoev & Geoffroy, 2004). This group is easily to recog-
nize from other centipedes by having composed eyes, dorsal spi-
racles and multisegmented tarsi (Edgecombe & Giribet, 2006). 

Scutigeromorpha is represented in Chile by 2 species: 
Sphendononema chagualensis Kraus, 1957 and Scutigera coleop-
trata (Linnaeus, 1758) (Pérez-Schultheiss & Mosqueira, 2009). 

The “House Centípede” Scutigera coleoptrata is a cosmopoli-
tan species associated to humans (Acosta, 2003). In Chile it was 
recently cited for first time, on basis of material from Osorno 40°35′S 
72°10′W in Los Lagos Region, Southern Chile by Pérez-Schultheiss 
& Mosqueira (2009). Additionally the authors wrote that probably the 
species also occurs  in Central Chile, without more exact data. No 
additional data have been published lately, and here the first formal 
records from the Central Chile are provided: 
MATERIAL EXAMINED: Chile, Metropolitan Region: Santiago [33°26′ 
16″S 70°39′01″W], Ñuñoa, 24-II-2010. 3 ♀♀, 1 ♂, leg. R. Fernán-
dez; Santiago, Providencia 2 ♀♀, leg. A. Donoso (all deposited in 
author’s collection).  

Specimens were collected in human habitations, and addi-
tionally more specimens were commonly observed in houses of the 
collection localities (Fig.1). 

Pérez-Schultheiss & Mosqueira (2009) wrote that the pres-
cence of S. coleoptrata in Chile is probably from long time ago. It is 
very possible that this species arrived to Chile in Central Zone, 
because of the commercial exchange and the people movement; 
and after it was carried by the man to other localities, reaching the 
far South. 
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Fig.1. Scutigera 
coleoptrata, Speci-
men in a house of 
Ñuñoa.  
Fig.1. Scutigera 
coleoptrata. Ejem-
plar en una casa de 
Ñuñoa. 
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