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ARTIiCULO:

REDESCRIPTION OF TRECHONA VENOSA
(LATREILLE, 1832) AND DESIGNATION OF ITS
NEOTYPE (ARANEAE: DIPLURIDAE)

Denis Rafael Pedroso &
Renner Luiz Cerqueira Baptista

Abstract:

Trechona venosa (Latreille, 1832), the type-species of the Neotropical diplurid genus
Trechona C. L. Koch, 1850, is herein redescribed and a neotype is also designed. The
species is separated from related forms by the undivided scopula in tarsus lll, the
presence of a round, almost spherical, spermathecal fundus, and by the pyriform bulb.
T. venosa rufa Vellard, 1924 is probably a separate species, occurring in Sdo Paulo
State, but further studies are needed to establish its status. The distribution of T.
venosa is herein restricted to the Atlantic Forest of Brazil, occurring from southern Rio
de Janeiro State to central-northern Espirito Santo State.

Key words: Araneae, Dipluridae, Trechona, taxonomy, Atlantic Forest, Brazil, Neotropics.

Redescripcion de Trechona venosa (Latreille, 1832) (Araneae: Dipluridae)

Resumen:

Trechona venosa (Latreille, 1832), especie tipo del género de dipluridos neotropical
Trechona C. L. Koch, 1850, se redescribe en el presente trabajo, designandose un
neotipo. Esta especie puede separarse de las otras especies del género por presentar
la escopula del tarso Il indivisa, el fundus de la espermateca subesférico y tener los
bulbos piriformes. T. venosa rufa Vellard, 1924, es probablemente una especie diferen-
te, que habita en el estado de Séo Paulo, aunque son necesarios estudios complementa-
rios para corroborar dicha hipétesis. La distribucion geografica de T. venosa esta restrin-
gida a los remanentes de Bosque Atlantico Brasilefio, desde el sudeste del estado de Rio
de Janeiro hasta la porcion septentrional-central del estado de Espirito Santo.
Palabras clave: Araneae, Dipluridae, Trechona, taxonomia, Bosque Atlantico, Brasil,
Regién Neotropical.

Redescrigcado de Trechona venosa (Latreille, 1832) (Araneae: Dipluridae)

Resumo:

Trechona venosa (Latreille, 1832) é a espécie-tipo do género Trechona C. L. Koch,
1850, um diplurideo neotropical. Neste trabalho é redescrita e também um nedtipo é
designado. Esta espécie pode ser separada das outras espécies do género por apre-
sentar a escépula ndo dividida no tarso lll, a presenga de uma espermateca com
fundus subesférico, e pelo formato piriforme do bulbo. T. venosa rufa Vellard, 1924 é
provavelmente uma espécie distinta, ocorrendo no estado de Sdo Paulo, mas estudos
posteriores sdo necessarios para estabelecer seu status. A distribuigdo de T. venosa é
restrita neste trabalho a Mata Atlantica do Brasil, abrangendo do sul do estado do Rio
de Janeiro ao centro-norte do estado do Espirito Santo.

Palavras-chaves: Araneae, Dipluridae, Trechona, taxonomia, Mata Atlantica, Brasil,
Regido Neotropical.

Introduction

The genus Trechona C. L. Koch, 1850 includes large-sized spiders, with a
body size reaching up to 50 mm. The genus may be recognized by the pres-
ence of a well-developed lyra in the internal side of the pedipalp coxa. In
Trechona, this stridulating apparatus is formed by a large number of rigid
setae, sorted in two size classes: around 15-20 long, robust setae, disposed in
one wide series (the middle setae are the longest and strongest ones, bearing
a distinctly club-shaped apex each one), and 50 or more shorter, thinner
setae, disposed in several smaller series. The shorter setae are placed poste-
riorly to and cover most of the extension of the series of longer setae, form-
ing a large setal plate, of a black to reddish brown color. Most other diplurids
do not have any lyra and the only other lyrate diplurids, the species of
Diplura C. L. Koch, 1850, bear only a series of up to 10 clavate setae (Ra-
ven, 1985). In Trechona, the setae of the lyra are probably rubbed against the
pecten, formed by 6-9 strong, erect setae placed at the outer, basal margin of
the chelicera. Adult Trechona have a brownish to black coloration, usually
presenting transversal light stripes (zebrate pattern) on the dorsum of the
abdomen.
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Trechona spiders live inside burrows they dig on ravines
or under logs or stones in the forest ground. The
rounded burrow entrance is camouflaged with dry leaves
and sticks and usually the hole is covered by a silk veil,
but no sheet-web is built (Pedroso & Baptista, pers.
obs.). The females remain all their lives inside their
tunnels, but the adult males roam the forest ground,
looking for females. Although relatively frequent in the
Atlantic Forest, they are not well represented in collec-
tions, due to their cryptic habits and the effort needed to
extract them from their long, deep burrows. The preying
behavior of Trechona differs from the behavior of the
typical Dipluridae, as they do not use webs. They cap-
ture their prey (large to middle-sized invertebrates and
small vertebrates), through fast, direct attacks upon
approaching prey (Pedroso & Baptista, pers. obs.).

Due to the absence of a taxonomic revision, the
composition of Trechona is not clearly understood.
There are only insufficient descriptions of the six spe-
cies and one subspecies currently placed in the genus,
lack of detailed illustration and additional information.
Besides, the current distribution of the genus seems odd,
as Trechona species are indicated for Chile, Colombia,
Guyana and Brazil. As a preliminary result of the revi-
sion of the genus we are undertaking, Trechona seems
restricted to the Atlantic Forest of Southeastern and
South Brazil, as we have not found any specimen of the
genus outside this area.

The first citation of a Trechona specimen in litera-
ture was Latreille’s description (1832, p. 61) of Mygale
venosa, based on a female from Brazil. Walckenaer
(1835, p. 642) described Mygale zebrata, unaware of the
former description of M. venosa by Latreille (1832). The
type locality of the female holotype of M. zebrata was
unknown, but Walckenaer supposed it was collected in
Brazil. In an addendum to the same paper (1835, p.
648), presented in a posterior session of the “Societé
Entomologique de France”, Walckenaer synonymized
his species with M. venosa, after examination of La-
treille’s work. Walckenaer (1837) erroneously changed
the name of his formerly described species to Mygale
zebra and listed it, without explanation, as a valid spe-
cies, including M. venosa as a synonym. C. L. Koch
(1842) examined the type and redescribed M. zebra
Walckenaer, 1835 (sic!). In 1850, C. L. Koch proposed
a subdivision of Mygale Latreille, 1802 in seven sub-
genera, including the new subgenus Trechona, based on
M. zebra and five other species. Koch probably fol-
lowed Walckenaer’s erroneous usage of M. zebra, in-
stead of M. venosa.

Ausserer, in his capital work on Mygalomorphae
taxonomy (1871), raised Trechona to genus level and
changed its species composition, leaving in the genus
only 7. venosa and, in, a dubitative way, Trechona lyco-
siformis (C. L. Koch, 1842). So, T. venosa was implic-
itly considered as the type species of Trechona. He also
misidentified two males from Chile as 7. venosa and
described them as the first known males of this species.
In 1879, Karsch pointed out that the 7rechona redescrip-
tion by Ausserer was probably based only on the two
misidentified males from Chile, and not on specimens of

Trechona. Some characters indicated by Ausserer (ex.
the length/width ratio of the sternum and the tarsal
scopula position and shape) do not agree with the char-
acters presented by specimens Karsch examined at Ber-
lin Museum. Those specimens, three dried females of
Trechona venosa from Brazil, were probably the same
ones used by Koch in its redescription of the species.

Pocock (1896) published a small paper on the
presence of Wood Mason’s organ (stridulating lyra and
pecten) in Trechona venosa. He drew attention to the
first description of a lyra for this species made by
Blackwall (1867), who erroneously considered that the
lyra aided in mastication. In the same paper, Pocock also
considered as the probable holotype of Mygale zebra a
dried, pinned female, labeled by Walckenaer, then pre-
sent at the British Museum. F. Pickard-Cambridge, also
in 1896, recognized the value of the lyra as a taxonomic
character in Dipluridae and gave a fair description of its
shape and position in 7. venosa. In the same year
(1896), Simon identified some young specimens from
Chile as T. venosa, probably misguided by Ausserer’s
misidentification of the species.

In his list of genera of spiders and their type-
species (1902), F. Pickard-Cambridge erroneously con-
sidered that Mygale zebra (= M. venosa) should not be
considered as the type species of Trechona, as it was
indicated as the type species of Onysopelma Simon,
1864 (and of Pezionyx Simon, 1864, a superfluous name
proposed for its replacement). He then proposed Mygale
lycosiformis as the type species of Trechona. However,
the genus Onysopelma had been already synonymized
with Trechona by Ausserer (1871). The indication of T.
venosa as the type species of Trechona had also been
made implicitly by Ausserer in the same paper and ex-
plicitly by Simon (1902).

Mello-Leitao (1923) redescribed the female of 7.
venosa and indicated that its distribution extended from
the Guyanas to South Brazil. However, he made refer-
ence only to two specimens in his paper: the female
used for the redescription, from Petropolis, Rio de Ja-
neiro state, and a second female from Sio Paulo, Sio
Paulo state. In 1924, Vellard also made a redescription
of the female of 7. venosa, based on several females
from Rio de Janeiro and Niterdi, Rio de Janeiro state.
He also described a male he attributed to 7. venosa,
based on a specimen from Fortaleza de Minas, Minas
Gerais state. In the same paper, he described a new
subspecies, 7. venosa rufa, based on a female from
Cubatido, Sdo Paulo state, and on two females from
unknown localities at the same state.

Mello-Leitdo & Arlé (1934) described the ontog-
eny of the lyra in the three first instars of 7. venosa.
They pointed out that there were no rigid, clavate setae
at the inner side of the pedipalp coxa in spiders of the
first instar and that the number of rigid setae increased
from 5-10 setae at the second instar to 15 or more setae
at the third instar.

In his work on Mygalomorphae phylogeny, Raven
(1985) made a short discussion on Trechona. He consid-
ered the Chilean specimens attributed to 7. venosa as
probably belonging to Acanthogonatus subcalpeianus
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(Nicolet, 1849), a genus of Nemesiidae. After Goloboff
(1995), Raven misidentified this species which is 4.
campanae (Legendre & Calderon, 1984), a species with
light abdominal chevrons similar to Trechona.

Vellard & Vital Brazil (1925) and Vellard (1936) stud-
ied the poison of 7. venosa, showing the strong toxic
activity of the poison components in laboratory experi-
ments. However, only a few Trechona bites have been
registered in humans, causing only local pain (Lucas et
al., 1994). Additional information and color pictures of
Trechona are available on our website: http://acd.uftj.br/
mndi/Aracnologia/Trechona.htm.

Material and methods

The specimens examined belong to the following insti-
tutions (with indication of their respective abbreviations
and curators): IBUT - Instituto Butantan, Sao Paulo,
Brazil, Rogério Bertani; MNRJ - Museu Nacional, Uni-
versidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, Adriano Kury. The types and additional material
of Trechona venosa and allied taxa should be deposited
at the following institutions: BMNH — The British Mu-
seum of Natural History, London, Great Britain, Janet
Beccaloni & Paul Hillyard; FIOCRUZ - Fundacao
Oswaldo Cruz, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Sebastido de
Oliveira;, MNHN - Museum National d’Histoire
Naturelle, Paris, France, Christine Rollard;, NMHB —
Naturhistorisches Museum, Humboldt Universitit, Ber-
lin, Germany, Jason Dunlop.

The description format follows the current taxo-
nomical standards, exemplified by Coyle, 1995 and
Goloboff, 1995. The color pattern was based in speci-
mens kept in ethanol 75 %, supplemented by informa-
tion based on living specimens. As some structures on
the female genitalia are not named in the taxonomic
literature on Trechona, the following new name is pro-
posed here: spermathecal anterior branch, referring to a
lobe arising at the anterior side and before the apex of
the spermatheca.

The measurements and illustrations were made
with the use of a stereoscopic microscope Wild Heer-
brugg M8, a camera lucida and a micrometric eye-piece.
The drawings were then digitalized and adjusted in
Adobe Photoshop 7.0. The geographical coordinates
were obtained from the 1998 version of the Instituto
Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatistica (IBGE) database on
Brazilian municipalities and districts, available on the
Internet site of that institution. The measurements are
given in millimeters. The cephalothorax length was
measured from the posterior border of the cephalothorax
to the anterior margin of the chelicerae. The total length
was measured from the posterior border of the anal
tubercle to the anterior margin of the chelicerae. Each
article of the pedipalp and the first leg was measured in
retrolateral view, from the proximal condylus to the
distal one. The number of specimens measured is given
between parentheses, (n = x), followed by the average
measurement and by the range of variation between
parentheses, x (y-z)’.

The vulva was clarified with a proteolythical en-
zyme solution (Prolase 300) during 24 hours. After

clarification, a temporary mounting of the vulva was
made, using glycerol gel and an excavated slide glass.

Trechona venosa (Latreille, 1832)
Figs. 1-8.

Mpygale venosa Latreille, 1832: 80.

M. zebrata Walckenaer, 1835: 637, pl. 19; 649 (= M. venosa).

Mpygale zebra: Walckenaer, 1837: 221 (superfluous amend-
ment); C. L. Koch, 1842: 60, fig. 729; Blackwall, 1867:
258.

Mpygale (Trechona) zebra: C. L. Koch, 1850: 75.

T. zebrata: Pocock, 1896: 177.

T. v.: Ausserer, 1871: 197 (Male description, misidentifica-
tion); Karsch, 1879: 543; Simon, 1892: 179; Pickard-
Cambridge, 1896: 754; Mello-Leitao, 1923a: 91, fig.
17-18; Vellard, 1924: 155, pl. 12, fig. 44 (Male descrip-
tion, misidentification).

T. v. rufa Vellard, 1924: 157.

TYPES: Mygale venosa Latreille, 1832: female holotype
from BRAZIL, without a specific locality, Gory, H. L.
leg. (MNHN, lost); female neotype from Rio de Janei-
ro: Rio de Janeiro, Floresta da Tijuca. 3.111.2001. Giup-
poni, A. P. L., Pedroso, D. R. & Almeida, D. F. col.
(Female neotype (herein designated, MNRJ 14190).
Mygale zebrata Walckenaer, 1835: female holotype
from BRAZIL ?, without a specific locality, Lefébvre,
A. leg. (BMHN, lost). Trechona venosa rufa Vellard,
1924: male holotype from BRAZIL: Sao Paulo:
Cubatio, M. Lutz col (FIOCRUZ, lost).

DIAGNOSIS: T. venosa is the largest species of the genus
(females with body up to 50 mm long). It differs from 7.
uniformis Mello-Leitdo, 1935 by its short spermatheca
and bulb, in contrast to the very elongated structures of
the latter species. Also, T. venosa venosa do not bear a
row of black setae in the middle of the ventral tarsal
scopula of the third leg of the females, present in other
Trechona species. T. venosa venosa, from Rio de Ja-
neiro and Espirito Santo states, has an almost spherical
fundus (or spermathecal head) and a piriform bulb bear-
ing a relatively long embolus, in contrast to Trechona
venosa rufa, from Sdo Paulo state, which has a lobate
fundus and a bulb with an inner hump in frontal view.
Typical 7. venosa also presents a darker coloration than
T. venosa rufa.

DESCRIPTION: Body total length (including chelicera,
but not the spinnerets): Females (n = 5): 48,9 mm (46,3
mm - 53,7 mm). Males (n=2): 38,2 mm (37,0 mm-39,4
mm).

FEMALE: Carapace: Color dark brown to almost black,
with a covering of dark gray simple hairs and some
black setose hairs spread all over it. At the middle por-
tion of the anterior border of the clypeus there are
twelve setae, turned backwards. Anterior portion of the
eye tubercle with some isolated straight setac. Chelicera
black or dark brown and blackish at the distal portion,
covered by abundant pale gray hairs. Some straight
black setae found in its median dorsal portion. Internal
margin of the cheliceral furrow with a row of 14 to 16
teeth. Claw without teeth. Sternum brown or blackish
dark brown, with gray hairs and several straight black



152 Pedroso & Cerqueira-Baptista

setae all over the surface. Labium reddish brown or
blackish dark brown, lighter colored anteriorly. Some
scattered black setae present, thinner than in sternum,
and no simple hairs. Pedipalp: Color same as cephalo-
thorax, with two glabrous dorsal longitudinal stripes.
Coxa without spines or simple hairs, but with straight
black setae at the ventral side. The size of the setae
becomes smaller toward the maxillar scopula, which is
composed by abundant long reddish setae. Anterior
portion near the labium with 50-60 cuspules. Dorsal face
with setae at the distal portion. Stridulating lyra with 15-
17 large, clavate setae placed in a single transverse row
at the basal portion of the inner side of the pedipalp
maxilla. The setae decrease in size and lose gradually
the club-shaped apex in diretion to the extremities of the
row. Many (50 or more) smaller clavate and straight
setae placed in several rows near the posterior side of
the row of large setae and covering around two thirds of
its length. All the rigid setae are dark brown to black in
color. Trochanter without spines, with a glabrous basal
portion and some scattered dorsal black setae at the
distal portion. Femur without spines or with one to
three diminute prolateral spines, one to three unpaired
dorsal spines and a small, thin retrolateral spine. Patella
with one or two unpaired spines between the dorsum
and the retrolateral side. Tibia with eight or nine spines
at the ventral side, forming a distal pair, one median pair
and two or three unpaired basal spines. Two or three
prolateral and one to three retrolateral unpaired spines.
Tarsus scopulate, with a pair of spines. Dorsally with a
covering of abundant hairs and some scattered straight
black setae. Abdomen: Color blackish dark brown, with
six beige “V” shaped transversal stripes (chevrons) over
the dorsum and sides. In some specimens, there are two
or three additional short beige stripes at the ventral por-
tion of the lateral faces of the abdomen, placed between
the longer stripes. Spinnerets with the three articles
roughly of similar size, the middle one just a bit smaller
than the others. Legs: All the legs colored as the cepha-
lothorax, with some glabrous longitudinal stripes, abun-
dant simple hairs and several scattered straight black
setae. Tarsi cracked, with a dorsal row formed by many
trichobothria. Tarsus and metatarsus of legs I-II and
only the tarsus of legs III-IV with well-marked ventral
scopula. Tarsi I-III with scopula parted in two halves
only by a distal median glabrous line, without black
setac. Leg I: Coxa without spines. Dorsal side with
setae at the distal margin. Trochanter without spines.
Basal portion without hairs and setae, and distal portion
with setae at the dorsal side. Femur with one to three
thin dorsal spines and sometimes a prolateral spine at
the posterior portion of the femur. Patella with one
prolateral spine. Glabrous stripes wider than those from
femur and tibia. Tibia at the ventral side with one or two
unpaired spines at the basal half and one distal pair of
spines. At the prolateral side there are one or two un-
paired spines. Metatarsus at the ventral side with three
unpaired spines at the basal half and one distal pair of
spines. Tarsus without spines. Leg I1: Coxa, trochanter
and tarsus as in leg I. Femur with one to three thin dor-
sal spines and one or two prolateral spines. Patella with

one prolateral spine at the distal portion. Tibia with one
pair of dorsal spines at the distal margin, two or three
unpaired dorsal spines at the basal half and two unpaired
prolateral spines. Metatarsus with one pair of dorsal
spines at the distal margin, three or four unpaired dorsal
spines at the basal half and one or two unpaired
prolateral spines at the basal half. Leg III: Coxa, pa-
tella, trochanter and tarsus as in leg I. Femur with five to
nine dorsolateral spines. Tibia with three pairs of ventral
spines placed at basal, middle and distal portion, respec-
tively, one or two prolateral spines and two to four retro-
lateral spines. Metatarsus with 15 to 19 spines, including
a dorsal pair and three unpaired ventral spines at the
distal portion. Scopula thin, not well-marked. Leg IV:
Coxa, trochanter and tarsus as in leg I. Femur with three
to five dorsolateral spines. Patella without spines or with
one retrolateral spine at the basal half. Tibia with nine to
12 spines. Metatarsus with 16 to 20 spines. Scopula
almost indistinct at the ventral side. Tarsus with a ven-
tral row of black setae, parting the scopula in half.

MALE: similar to female, except as follow: Chelicera
relatively smaller and shorter. Pedipalp: Femur with
six to seven dorsolateral spines. Ventral side with a
knob covered by several straight black setac. Patella
without spines or with a basal prolateral spine. Tibia
with six to 10 spines irregularly placed. Tarsus short
and cylindrical, with a distal cleft after the bulb inser-
tion. See the male genitalia section for the description of
the copulatory bulb. Abdomen: Straight black setae
scattered all over the dorsum. Only four beige transver-
sal chevron stripes at the dorsum, sometimes not well
marked. Spinnerets longer than in females, with all the
segments of equal size. Legs: All tarsi long, cracked,
with well-marked scopula. Leg I: Femur with eight to
13 dorsolateral spines. Patella with one or two spines,
the first one at the distal region and the second, when
present, at the basal region. Tibia (Figs. 3-4) with nine
to 11 dorsolateral spines. Distal margin with a prolateral
spine and a large retrolateral apophysis bearing a bulky,
short spine. Metatarsus elongated, with four to seven
spines. Retrolateral side of the basal portion bearing a
deep, sinuous concavity, followed by a knob bearing a
large spine. Leg II: Femur with 11 to 13 dorsal spines.
Patella with one or two spines. Tibia with eight to 13
distal spines, including three unpaired spines near distal
margin. Metatarsus elongated, with eight to 11 spines,
including a ventral pair near distal margin. Leg III:
Femur with 11 to 12 dorsolateral spines. Patella as in leg
I1. Tibia with 12 to 13 dorsolateral spines, including two
or three ventral spines near the distal margin. Metatarsus
elongated, with an almost indistinct scopula. 17 to 21
spines dorsolateral spines, including five spines near the
distal margin. Leg IV: Femur with 14 to 18 dorsal
spines, irregularly placed. Patella without or with one
retrolateral spine. Tibia with 13 to 16 dorsolateral spines
irregularly placed, including three spines near the distal
margin. Metatarsus elongated, with an almost indistinct
scopula. 19 to 22 spines, irregularly placed.

Genitalia: Female (Fig. 1): Vulva composed by two
spermathecae connected to a common membranous
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Fig. 1-4. Trechona venosa (Latreille). 1. Female (MNRJ 4173, Barra de Sao Jodo, Casimiro de Abreu, Rio de Janei-
ro State, Brazil): spermathecae, dorsal view. 2-3. Female (MNRJ 3458, Cachoeiras de Macacu, Rio de Janeiro State,
Brazil). 2. tarsus III, ventral view. 3. joint tibia-metatarsus I, ventral view. 4. Male (MNRJ 3458, Cachoeiras de
Macacu, Rio de Janeiro State, Brazil): joint tibia-metatarsus I, retrolateral view.

atrium. Spermathecae with a roundish, slightly flattened
fundus at the distal end and a subdistal anterior branch
of variable size, from almost the same length as the
branch leading to the fundus to much smaller than it.
Male (Figs. 5-8): Bulb almost piriform, with an “S”-
shaped regular curve at its internal side, tapering regu-
larly to a long, thin embolus, which bears a small whit-
ish membranous area at its tip.

DISTRIBUTION: Atlantic Forest at southeastern Brazil,
from south Rio de Janeiro state to central-north Espirito
Santo state. No specimens were found proceeding from
other parts of the distribution formerly attributed to this
species, namely, Minas Gerais state, Amazonian region
and Guyanas.

COMMENTS: The old dried, pinned holotype of M.
venosa is probably lost, as it was not found by the sec-
ond author during his trip to the Paris Museum (July
1999) and is still not located (C. Rollard, pers. comm.).
The type of Trechona venosa rufa was destroyed, as all
the arachnological collection of the FIOCRUZ has been
lost and/or deteriorated some decades ago (S. Oliveira,

pers. comm.). The male described by Vellard (1924),
from Fortaleza de Minas, Minas Gerais state
(FIOCRUZ, lost), does not seem to belong to 7. venosa.
This specimen was also lost and there is no other avail-
able Trechona specimen from the same region in the
examined collections. Vellard’s illustrations show a
longer embolus and a thinner bulb than those present in
males of 7. venosa. The status of the subspecies Tre-
chona venosa rufa is questionable, as it probably repre-
sents a valid species, but there are not enough data yet to
clearly separate it from 7. venosa venosa. More speci-
mens from southern Rio de Janeiro and northern Sdo
Paulo state are needed, as these regions seem to repre-
sent the geographical boundary between both taxa.

As the female holotype of 7. venosa from Brazil
was lost, a female neotype from Rio de Janeiro city is
herein designated. Although no data is available on the
precise collection locality of the holotype, the choice of
aneotype from Rio de Janeiro city is based in a series of
historical considerations. Rio was the most probable
source for the lost holotype, as the majority of collec-
tions at the beginning of the 19™ century were made at
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Fig. 5-8. Trechona venosa (Latreille). Male (MNRJ 3458, Cachoeiras de Macacu, Rio de Janeiro State, Brazil). 5. ter-
minal articles of pedipalp, retrolateral view. 6. bulb, retrolateral view. 7. bulb, frontal view. 8. bulb, prolateral view.
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the then capital of Brazil and it was the most important
brazilian harbor then open for foreign ships. Besides,
Mello-Leitdo (1923) and Vellard (1924) also based their
redescriptions of 7. venosa on females collected at that
city or nearby places.

MATERIAL EXAMINED: BRAZIL: Rio de Janeiro:
Without additional data (1 juvenile, MNRJ 13606); Rio
de Janeiro. (1 Female, MNRJ 14004); Cachoeiras de
Macacu, Reserva Ecoldgica de Guapiagu. 11.111.2001.
Baptista, R. L. C., Giupponi, A. P. L., Pedroso, D. &
Pires, A. col. (3 Females, MNRJ 03086); Cachoeiras de
Macacu, Reserva Ecoldgica de Guapiagu. 8-12.X1.2001.
Pedroso, D. R., Giupponi, Alessandro P. L., Frota, D. &
Pérez G., A. col. (1 Male, 1 Female, MNRJ 03458);
Casimiro de Abreu, Barra de Sdo Jodo, Morro de Sdo
Jodo. 21-24.111.2003. Expedicao Arachne. (3 Females, 1
juvenile, MNRJ 04173); Petropolis, Fazenda Ranchinho,
Porto da Roga. 8-5.11.2000. Cunha, F. et al. Col. (1 ju-
venile, IBSP 8683); Rio de Janeiro, Horto Florestal.
8.VI.1997. Giupponi, A. P. L. col. (1 juvenile, MNRJ
01857); Rio de Janeiro, Jardim Botanico. XI1.1983. Gru-
po Unido col. (1 Female, 1 juvenile, MNRJ 04172); Rio
de Janeiro, Serra da Carioca, Paineiras. V.1993. Wiens-
koski, E. H. col. (1 Male, MNRJ 4179); Espirito Santo:
Santa Teresa, Estacdo Bioldgica de Santa Lucia. 14-
18.X.2003. Baptista, R. L. C., Pedroso, D. R., Giupponi,
A.P.L., Almeida, D. F. & Mendes, A. C. col. (5§ Fema-
les, MNRJ 03997); Santa Teresa, Estacdo Biologica de
Santa Lucia. 13-16.1.2004. Baptista, R. L. C., Pedroso,

D.R., Almeida, D. F., Mendes, A. C. & Pérez, A. col. (1
Female, MNRJ 04177).

LITERATURE RECORDS (Not Checked): BRAZIL:
Without additional data (3 Females, Koch, C. L., 1850
det., Karsch, 1879 det., NMHB, dried, pinned); Amazo-
nian region (Mello-Leitdo, 1923 det., repository collec-
tion?, lost?) Minas Gerais: Fortaleza de Minas (1 Male,
Vellard, 1924 det., FIOCRUZ, lost); Rio de Janeiro:
Niterdi (several F, Vellard, 1924 det., FIOCRUZ, lost);
Niter6i (Female, several juvenile, Mello-Leitao & Arlé,
1935 det., MNRJ, lost); Petrdopolis, Sodré, A. col. (1
Female, Mello-Leitao, 1923 det., MNRJ, lost); Rio de
Janeiro (several Female, Vellard, 1924 det., FIOCRUZ,
lost); Sao Paulo: Without additional data (2 Females,
Vellard, 1924 det., FIOCRUZ, lost); Sdo Paulo (1 Fe-
male, Mello-Leitdo, 1923 det., Mello-Leitdo Private
Collection, lost); GUYANAS: Without additional data
(Mello-Leitdo, 1923 det., repository collection?, lost?).
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