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Abstract: 
 This short note reports for the first time the presence of the Pholcid Psilochorus 
 simoni in the Iberian Peninsula, which extends its distribution in Southwestern 
 Europe. The species is considered an unintentional introduction from America, 
 with both synanthropic and cave-dwelling habits. 
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Spain, León. 
 
 
 
Primeras citas de Psilochorus simoni (Berland, 1911) (Araneae: Pholci-
dae) en la Península Ibérica 
 
Resumen: 
 En el presente trabajo se aportan las primeras citas de Psilochorus simoni en la 
 Península Ibérica ampliando su área de distribución al Suroeste de Europa. La 
 especie se considera una introducción involuntaria desde América de hábitos 
 tanto sinantrópicos como cavernícolas. 
Palabras clave: Araneae, Pholcidae, Psilochorus simoni, primera cita, Península Ibéri-
ca, España, León. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The genus Psilochorus Simon, 1893 currently includes 43 species, 
mainly distributed in the Nearctic and Neotropical ecozones (16 species in 
the USA, 1 in Canada, 19 species in Mexico, 5 in Brazil and 1 in Venezuela 
and Ecuador). One single species have been recorded in the Australasian 
region (1 doubtful species in New Guinea), while Psilochorus simoni (Ber-
land, 1911) is the only species known in the Palaearctic (Huber, 2009; Plat-
nick, 2009; Slowik, 2009).  

The genus has been considered American in origin. It has been sug-
gested that Psilochorus simoni was unintentionally introduced to Europe 
through France (Berland, 1911; Locket et al., 1974). The original description 
of the species was based on an adult male that was captured in a basement of 
the Comparative Anatomy laboratory at the Sorbonne, in Paris. This base-
ment was contiguous to the Botany and Geology laboratories where multiple 
materials from many different geographical origins were stored. P. simoni 
could have travelled on any of them (Berland, 1911). 

Many records have been subsequently reported in the Palearctic region, 
from Ireland to Iran (see below), following a dispersion pattern probably 
linked to human-mediated transport (Fürst & Blandenier, 1993). Interest-
ingly, the only records reported from outside Eurasia are circumscribed to 
California and Oregon (USA), where the species was originally described 
under the junior synonymy P. simplicior Chamberlin & Ivie, 1942  (Slowik, 
2009).  
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During a revision of the arachnological material kept at 
the collection of the Department of Biodiversity & Envi-
ronmental Management of the University of León 
(Spain), three specimens of Pholcidae were located. Af-
ter a detailed morphological study (shape, size and geni-
talia) and a comparison with the works of Hubert (1979) 
and Huber (1994), they proved to be two females and a 
male of P. simoni. The label data correspond with three 
places in the province of León (NW of Spain) located 
within a 50 kilometer radius around the city of León: 
Ambasaguas del Curueño (878 m, 42º42´N-5º22´W, 15-
V-1986, 1 ♂, collector unknown), Fáfilas (823 m, 
42º15´N-5º28´W, 28-XI-1984, 1 ♀, A. M. Llamas leg.), 
and León (843 m, 42º35´N-5º34´W, 28-IX-1989, 1 ♀, C. 
Garate leg; 21-IX-2009, 1 ♂, J. Benhadi leg.). This ma-
terial is stored in the Arachnology Collection of the 
University of León. An additional record has been re-
ported from Barcelona (41º24´N-2º09´E, 02-II-2002, 1 
♀, C. Ribera Almerje leg.) (Dr. Carles Ribera pers. 
com.). 
Psilochorus simoni seems to prefer dark places, al-
though it presents a wide ecological range for variables 
such as altitude, latitude, temperature and humidity 
(Bayram et al., 2008; Huber, 1994; Fürst & Blandenier, 
1993). P. simoni has been reported in both caves and 
domestic areas, which have led to some authors to con-

sider it both a troglophilic and a synanthropic species 
(Fürst & Blandenier, 1993). 
Nowadays, P. simoni is widely spread all over Europe 
(Fig. 1). It has been reported in France (Berland, 1911), 
United Kingdom (Bristowe, 1933), Italy (Parenzan, 
1953), Switzerland (Comellini, 1954), Denmark (Nord-
gaard, 1960), Poland (Dziabaszewski, 1967), Austria 
(Kritscher, 1969), Finland (Huhta, 1972), Norway 
(Klausen, 1972), Belgium (Fraiture, 1973), Germany 
(Moritz, 1973), The Netherlands (Voosen, 1983), Swe-
den (Jonsson, 1990), Hungary (Szinetár, 1992), Ireland 
(Nolan, 2002), Slovenia (Kostanjšek & Ramšak, 2005), 
Czech Republic (Ruzicka & Buchar, 2008), and entering 
Asia from the Middle East (Fig. 2) through Iran (Gha-
vami et al., 2004) and Turkey (Bayram et al., 2008). 
The present records, first for the Iberian Peninsula, fur-
ther extends the distribution of P. simoni in Southwest-
ern Europe and represents an addition of a new genera 
and species to the checklist of Iberian spiders. 
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Figure 1. Geographical distribution of Psi-
lochorus simoni in Europe. New records are 
shown with an asterisk. References of the 
mapped points: Austria: Kritscher, 1969. - 
Belgium: Ranzy & Baert, 1987. - Czech 
Republic: Ruzicka & Buchar, 2008. - 
Denmark: Klausen, 1972. - Finland: Hu-
hta, 1972. - France: Berland, 1911; Dalmas, 
1915; Bristowe, 1933; Comellini, 1954. - 
Germany: Moritz, 1973. - Italy: Brignoli, 
1971. - Ireland: Nolan, 2002. - The Neth-
erlands: Helsdinguen, 2009. - Norway: 
Klausen, 1972. - Poland: Bielak-Bielecki & 
Rozwałka, 2007; Borowiek, 1999; Dzia-
baszewski, 1967. - Slovenia: Kostanjšek & 
Ramšak, 2005. - Sweden: Jonsson, 1990. - 
Switzerland: Comellini, 1954; Fürst & 
Blandenier, 1993. - Turkey: Bayram et al., 
2008. - United Kingdom: Bristowe, 1933; 
Merret, 1979. 
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Figure 2. Geographical distribution of Psi-
lochorus simoni in Asia. References of the 
mapped points: Iran: Ghavami et al., 2006. 
- Turkey: Bayram et al., 2008. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bibliography 
 

BAYRAM, A., ALLAHVERDI , H., DANISMAN, T., 
YIĞIT, N. & KUNT, K. B. 2008. A new genus 
and species record from Turkey: Psilochorus 
simoni (Berland, 1911) (Araneae, Pholcidae). 
Turkish Journal of Arachnology, 1 (1): 91-97. 

BERLAND, L. 1911. Sur deux araignées recueillies a 
la Sorbonne: Physocyclus simoni n. sp. et Ma-
crargus dentichelis E. Simon. Archives de Zoo-
logie Expérimentale et Générale, 6: 110-115. 

BIELAK-BIELECKI P. & ROZWALKA R. 2007. Psilo-
chorus simoni (BERLAND, 1911) (Araneae: 
Pholcidae) nowy gatunek pająka dla Wyżyny 
Lubelskiej. Przeglad zoologiczny, 40: 143-145. 

BOROWIEC, B. 1999: Psilochorus simoni (Aranei, 
Pholcidae), a new spider species for Wro-
claw. Przeglad Zoologiczny, 43 (3-4): 187-
188. 

BRIGNOLI, P.M. 1971. Note sui Pholcidae d‘Italia. 
Fragmenta Entomologica, 7 (2): 79-101. 

BRISTOWE, W. S. 1933. Notes on the biology of spi-
ders. X. British cellar spiders, with the descrip-
tion of a species new to Britain. Annals and 
Magazine of Natural History, (10) 11: 509-
514. 

COMELLINI, A. 1954. Une araignée nouvelle pour la 
Suisse: Physocyclus simoni Berland (Pholci-
dae). Bulletin de la société entomologique 
suisse, 27 (1): 22. 

DALMAS, C. 1915. Capture à Paris d'un Physocyclus 
simoni femelle et description d'un Harpacto-
crates nouveau des Alpes-Maritimes (Arachn. 
Pholcidae et Dysderidae). Bulletin de la Socié-
té entomologique de France, 84: 303-306. 

DZIABASZEWSKI, A. 1967. Physocyclus simoni Ber-
land, a new representative of Pholcidae in Po-
land and Middle Europe. Pezeglad Zoologicz-
ny, 11 (2): 139-141. 

FRAITURE, A. 1973. A propos de quelques Araignées 
remarcables. Les Naturalistes Belgues, 54 (8) : 
366-378. 

FÜRST, P.A. & BLANDENIER, G. 1993. Psilochorus 
simoni (Berland, 1911) (Araneae, Pholcidae): 
Découvertes de nouvelles stations Suisses et 
discussion de son écologie. Bulletin de la So-
ciété Neuchâteloise des Sciences Naturelles, 
116: 75-85. 

GHAVAMI, S. 2006. Renew Cheklist of Spiders (Ara-
nei) of Iran. Pakistan Journal of Biological 
Sciences, 9 (10): 1839-1851. 

GHAVAMI, S., AHMADI DAMGHAN, M., GHANNAD 
AMOOZ, S., SOODI, S. & JAVADI, S. 2004. In-
vestigation spider fauna in olive orchards in 
northern part of Iran. Proceedings of the 16th 
Congress on Iranian Plant Protection, Tabriz. 
463-464. 

HELSDINGUEN, P. J. VAN. 2009. Catalogus van de Ne-



104 Jacinto Benhadi Marín 

derlandse spinnen. Version 2009.2. Available at: 
http://science.naturalis.nl/media/200453/spinen 
catalogus%202009.2.pdf [accessed January 
2010]. 

HUBER, B.A. 1994. Genital morphology, copulatory 
mechanism and reproductive biology in Psilo-
chorus simoni (Berland, 1911) (Pholcidae, Ara-
neae). Netherlands Journal of Zoology, 44: 85-
99. 

HUBER, B.A. 2009. Pholcid spiders: the catalogue. 
Alexander Koenig Zoological Research Museum, 
available at: http://www.uni-bonn.de/~bhuber1/ 
[accessed July 2009] 

HUBERT, M. 1979. Les Araignées. Société Nouvelle 
des Éditions Boubée, Paris, 277 pp. 

HUHTA, V. 1972. Loxosceles laeta (Nicolet) (Araneae, 
Loxoscelidae), a venimous spider established in a 
building in Helsinki, Finland, and notes on some 
other synanthropic spiders. Annales Ento-
mologici Fennici, 38 (3): 152-156. 

JONSSON, L.J. 1990. Three spider species (Araneae) 
new to Sweden. Entomologisk Tidsskrift, 111: 
83-86. 

KLAUSEN, F.E. 1972. Physocyclus simoni Berland 
1911 (Araneae, Pholcidae) new to Norway. 
Norsk Entomologisk Tidsskrift, 19: 125-129. 

KOSTANJŠEK, R. & RAMŠAK, L. 2005. Psilochorus si-
moni (Berland, 1911) (Araneae, Pholcidae), a 
new record for Slovenian fauna from Postojna 
Cave. Natura Sloveniae, 7 (1): 37-40. 

KRITSCHER, E. 1969. Physocyclus simoni Berland 1911 
(Aran., Pholcidae), eine für Österreich neue 
Spinnenart. Anzeiger der Österreichischen 
Akademie der Wissenschaften. Mathematisch-
Naturwissenschaftliche Klasse, 106: 138-142. 

LOCKET, G.H., MILLIDGE, A.F. & MERRET, P. 1974 
British Spiders, Volume III. Ray Society, Lon-
don, 315 pp. 

MERRET, P. 1979. Changes in distribution of British 
spiders, and recent advances in knowledge of 
distribution. Bulletin of the British 
Arachnological Society, 4: 366-376. 

MORITZ, M. 1973. Neue und seltene Spinnen 
(Araneae) und Weberknechte (Opiliones) aus der 
DDR. Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, 20: 
173-220. 

NOLAN, M. 2002. Uncommonly recorded spiders (Ara-
neae) from Ireland, including one species new to 
the country. Bulletin of The Irish Biogeographi-
cal Society, 26: 154-160. 

NORDGAARD, E. 1960. Physocyclus simoni Berl. Ny 
edderkoppeart for Danmark. Flora og Fauna, 66: 
101-102. 

PARENZAN, P. 1953. Fauna del sottosuolo di Napoli (I 
contributo). Bollettino della Società di Natural-
isti in Napoli, 62: 89-93. 

PLATNICK, N. I. 2009. The world spider catalog, ver-
sion 2.5. American Museum of Natural History, 
available at: 
<http://research.amnh.org/entomology/spiders/ca
talog/PHOLCIDAE.html>. [accessed July 2009]. 

RANZY, M. & BAERT, L. 1987. Catalogue des aragnées 
de Belgique. Cinquième partie: Anyphaenidae, 
Argyronetidae, Atypidae, Dysderidae, Mimeti-
dae, Nesticidae, Oonopidae, Oxyopidae, Pholci-
dae, Pisauridae, Scytodidae, Segestriidae, Euspa-
rassidae, Zodariidae, Zoridae. Institu royal des 
Sicentes naturelles de Belgique, document de 
travail, 46: 1-25. 

RUŽIČKA, V. & BUCHAR, J. 2008. Supplement to the 
catalogue of spiders of the Czech Republic 
2001-2007. – Sbornik Oblastniho muzea v Mo-
ste, rada prirodovedna 29/30: 3-32. 

SLOWIK, J. 2009. A review of the cellar spider genus 
Psilochorus Simon 1893 in America north of 
Mexico (Araneae: Pholcidae). Zootaxa, 2144: 1-
53. 

SZINETÁR, C. 1992. Újdonsült albérlőink, avagy 
jövevények az épületlakó pókfaunánkban. [Our 
new lodgers, new immigrants in the building 
dweller spider fauna in Hungary]. Állattani 
Közlemények, 78: 99-108. 

VOOSEN, M.H. 1983. Psilochorus simoni (Berland 
1911) en andere Spinnen uit een schuilkelder. 
Natuurhistorisch Maandblad, 72 (10-11): 235-
237. 

 


