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Resumen: Se comenta la importancia que los artrópodos 
tuvieron en la historia de la ciudad Florencia y, 
consecuentemente, en la propia historia de la Europa 
medieval-renacentista. Se hace referencia a los artrópodos 
relacionados con la peste negra, con su importante comercio 
y su sistema bancario, y se comentan algunas aportaciones de 
Florencia a la ciencia y a la entomología en particular. Con 
todo este acervo entomológico, se anota y se comenta la 
frecuente presencia de artrópodos en su literatura y en sus 
manifestaciones artísticas, especialmente en su arquitectura, 
mosaicos, pavimentos, escultura y pintura, particularmente 

desde el Renacimiento, aunque remontándose a su fundación, en la época romana, y llegando 
hasta nuestros días.  
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Arthropods in the history and art of the city of Florence 
Abstract: The paper reviews the importance that arthropods had in the history of the city of 
Florence and, consequently, in the history of Europe during the Middle ages and the 
Renaissance. Reference is made to the arthropods connected with Black Pest, with its important 
trade and bank system, and to some contributions of Florence to science and in particular to 
entomology. Against the background of this entomological heritage, an overview is given of the 
frequent presence of arthropods in Florentine literature and art, especially in its architecture, 
mosaics, pavements, sculpture and painting, particularly since the Renaissance, although its 
entomological manifestations can be found from the foundation of the city, in the Roman period, 
and reaches the present time. 
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